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Welcome to Guilin, a city that feels like stepping into a watercolor 
painting. With its misty karst mountains, serene rivers, and vibrant 
culture, Guilin is a treasure trove of natural beauty and timeless 
traditions.  
 
This guide is your one-stop resource for exploring this iconic 
destination, perfect for first-timers who want to make the most of 
their trip. 
 

Introduction 
Discover the Magic of Guilin 
Guilin is unlike any other place on Earth. Nestled in southern China, 
it’s famed for its jaw-dropping karst landscape—those towering 
limestone peaks that rise dramatically from the ground.  
 
Imagine cruising down a calm river as mountains seem to float in 
the mist, or wandering through ancient villages where time seems 
to have stood still. Guilin’s beauty is more than skin-deep; it’s a city 
steeped in history and culture, blending modern convenience with a 
deep respect for its roots. 
 
Whether you're a nature lover, a culture enthusiast, or simply 
someone looking for an escape from the ordinary, Guilin has 
something for you. 
 

When to Visit Guilin: The Sweet Spot for 

Stunning Views 
Timing is everything when it comes to enjoying Guilin's beauty to the 
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fullest. Here's what you need to know: 
 

• Spring (March to May): As flowers bloom and temperatures 
hover around a pleasant 15–25°C (59–77°F), spring is one of 
the best seasons to visit. The landscape turns lush and green, 
making it perfect for photography and outdoor adventures. 

 
• Autumn (September to November): Crisp air and clear skies 

make autumn a favorite for visitors. With temperatures similar 
to spring and lower humidity, you can enjoy the scenery 
without breaking a sweat. 

 
• Summer (June to August): While the rainy season creates 

stunning misty landscapes, it also brings high humidity and 
occasional downpours. If you visit during summer, pack light, 
breathable clothes and plan for some indoor activities, just in 
case. 

 
• Winter (December to February): Winters in Guilin are mild, 

but the chill can sneak up on you. This quieter season means 
fewer crowds and serene, foggy mornings—a dreamy 
backdrop for anyone seeking tranquility. 

 
Plan your trip around what matters most to you: dazzling greenery, 
cool crisp air, or fewer tourists. Guilin is always ready to dazzle you, 
no matter the season. 
 
Planning Your Trip to Guilin 
Before diving into Guilin’s natural wonders and rich culture, let’s 
make sure your travel plans are as smooth as a Li River cruise. This 
section covers the essentials: visas, travel options, and insider tips 
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for arriving hassle-free. 
 

 
 

1.1 Visa and Entry Requirements 
Getting into China requires some preparation, but don’t worry—it’s 
easier than it seems! 
 

• Visa Requirements: Most visitors will need a tourist visa (L 
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visa). You can apply at your local Chinese embassy or 
consulate. Be sure to have a valid passport, a recent photo, 
and your travel itinerary ready. 

 
• Visa-Free Option: If you're traveling from certain countries 

and staying in Guilin for less than 144 hours (6 days), you 
might qualify for the visa-free transit policy. Just make sure 
Guilin is your arrival and departure point during this window. 

 
• Top Tip: Double-check your visa requirements and 

processing times well in advance, especially during busy 
seasons like spring or autumn. 

 
Once your paperwork is sorted, you're one step closer to immersing 
yourself in Guilin’s breathtaking beauty! 
 

1.2 How to Get There 
No matter where you’re coming from, Guilin is well-connected and 
easy to reach. Here’s how: 
 
By Air 
Flying into Guilin Liangjiang International Airport is the quickest way 
to get there. 
 

• Direct Flights: There are numerous direct flights from major 
Chinese cities like Beijing, Shanghai, and Guangzhou, as well 
as international routes from countries like Thailand, Malaysia, 
and Singapore. 

 
• Airport to City Center: The airport is just 30 kilometers (18 

mailto:wildgreatwall@gmail.com
http://www.wildgreatwall.com/


miles) from downtown Guilin. A taxi ride takes about 30–40 
minutes, or you can hop on the airport shuttle for a budget-
friendly option. 

 

 
 

By Train 
For those seeking a scenic or budget-friendly route, high-speed 
trains are a fantastic option. 
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• From Major Cities: Guilin’s railway stations connect to key 
cities like Guangzhou, Shenzhen, and Hong Kong. The high-
speed train network is fast, efficient, and comfortable. 

 
• Which Station to Use: Guilin has three main train stations: 

Guilin North, Guilin West, and Guilin Main Station. Check 
your ticket to know which one is closest to your destination. 

 
By Road 
Feeling adventurous? Driving to Guilin or taking a long-distance bus 
offers a chance to soak in the countryside views. 
 

• Highways: Modern expressways link Guilin to surrounding 
cities like Nanning and Guangzhou. 

 
• Bus Routes: Long-distance buses are budget-friendly, 

though less comfortable than a train or flight. 
 
Top Travel Tip: 
If convenience is your top priority, fly into Guilin. For budget travelers 
or those who love scenic routes, the high-speed train is the way to 
go. Either way, your journey to Guilin will set the tone for the 
adventure ahead! 
 

1.3 Best Times to Visit Guilin 
Timing your trip right can make a world of difference when exploring 
Guilin’s breathtaking scenery. Here's how to pick the perfect time 
based on weather and crowd levels. 
 
Peak and Off-Peak Seasons 
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• Peak Seasons: 

o Spring and autumn are the most popular times to visit 
Guilin, attracting travelers from all over the world. Be 
prepared for more tourists and slightly higher prices on 
accommodations and tours. 

 
o National holidays, such as Golden Week (October 1–

7) and the Chinese New Year (dates vary), bring large 
crowds. If you plan to visit during these times, book 
everything well in advance. 

 
• Off-Peak Seasons: 

o Summer and winter see fewer tourists, making it a great 
time to enjoy a quieter experience. Prices for 
accommodations and tours are also more budget-
friendly. Just be mindful of the weather—summer’s rain 
and winter’s chill require a little extra preparation. 

 
Pro Tip 
Plan your visit based on your priorities: 
 

• Want lush greenery and cooler weather? Go in spring or 
autumn. 

• Prefer fewer crowds and lower prices? Opt for summer or 
winter. 

 

2. Accommodation Options 
Guilin offers a wide variety of places to stay, catering to every type 
of traveler—from those seeking luxury to budget-conscious 
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adventurers and culture enthusiasts. Here’s a breakdown of your 
best options! 
 

 
 

2.1 Hotels and Resorts 
If comfort, convenience, and top-notch amenities are your priority, 
Guilin’s hotels and resorts have got you covered. 
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• Luxury Hotels: Treat yourself to panoramic views of the karst 
mountains and Li River from high-end hotels like Shangri-La 
Guilin or Lijiang Waterfall Hotel. These properties offer 
spacious rooms, gourmet dining, and spa services for ultimate 
relaxation. 

 
• Mid-Range Hotels: Clean, comfortable, and affordable 

options like Guilin Bravo Hotel or Jasper International Hotel 
provide great value for money. Many are located close to 
Guilin’s major attractions, so you’ll never be far from the action. 

 
• Pro Tip: Book river-facing rooms if you want to wake up to 

stunning views every morning—it’s worth the splurge! 
 

2.2 Hostels and Budget Accommodations 
Traveling on a budget? Guilin has an excellent selection of 
affordable hostels and budget hotels that don’t skimp on charm or 
quality. 
 

• Hostels: Look for places like Wada Hostel or Guilin Central 
Wada Hostel. These friendly spots are perfect for solo 
travelers and backpackers, offering cozy dorms, private rooms, 
and even bike rentals to explore the city. 

 
• Budget Hotels: Chains like 7 Days Inn or Home Inn provide 

clean, basic rooms at wallet-friendly prices. They’re 
conveniently located and perfect for a good night’s rest after a 
day of adventure. 

 
• Pro Tip: Many hostels and budget hotels offer tours or can 
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help you arrange activities like Li River cruises or visits to 
nearby rice terraces. 

 

 
 

2.3 Traditional Homestays 
For a more immersive experience, consider staying in a traditional 
Guilin homestay. 
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• What to Expect: These family-run accommodations, often 
located in villages like Yangshuo or Longji, let you live like a 
local. Enjoy homemade meals, learn about Guilin’s rich 
traditions, and wake up to the sound of nature. 

 
• Popular Choices: Moon Village Homestay in Yangshuo and 

Li-An Lodge in the Longji Rice Terraces are beloved for their 
warm hospitality and stunning surroundings. 
 

• Pro Tip: Homestays are perfect for those looking to 
disconnect from the hustle and bustle. Be ready for a slower 
pace of life and cherish the simplicity. 

 
Choosing the Right Accommodation for You 
 

• For luxury and convenience: Stick with high-end hotels or 
resorts near downtown Guilin. 

• For adventure and savings: Hostels or budget hotels are 
your best friends. 

• For culture and tranquility: Traditional homestays offer a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

 

3. Guilin’s Must-Visit Attractions 
Guilin is bursting with iconic landmarks and natural wonders that will 
leave you in awe. From enchanting rivers to mystical caves and 
legendary hills, here are the highlights you can’t miss! 
 

3.1 Li River Cruise 
A Li River cruise is the quintessential Guilin experience. This 
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breathtaking journey takes you through some of the most stunning 
karst landscapes in China. 
 

 
 
What to Expect 
Picture this: a gentle boat ride along emerald-green waters, with 
limestone peaks rising dramatically around every bend. Along the 
way, you’ll pass charming riverside villages, bamboo groves, and 
iconic landmarks like the "Nine Horses Fresco Hill" and "Yellow 
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Cloth Shoal," which you might recognize from the back of the ¥20 
bill! 
 

• Types of Cruises: Choose from luxury cruises with full-
course meals or bamboo raft rides for a closer-to-nature 
experience. Cruises typically start in Guilin and end in the 
picturesque town of Yangshuo. 

• Duration: Expect the journey to last 4–5 hours for a full cruise 
or about 1–2 hours for shorter raft trips. 

 
Booking Tips 

• Book in advance, especially during peak travel seasons, to 
secure your spot. 

• Opt for a morning cruise for the best light and clearer views. 
• Don’t forget your camera—this is one of the most photogenic 

spots in China! 
 

3.2 Reed Flute Cave 
Step into a magical underground world at Reed Flute Cave, one of 
Guilin’s most famous natural attractions. 
 
Historical and Geographical Information 
 

• Known as the "Palace of Natural Arts," this limestone cave has 
been wowing visitors for over 1,200 years. Its name comes 
from the reeds growing outside, which locals used to craft 
flutes. 

• Inside, the cave stretches for over 240 meters, with 
spectacular stalactites, stalagmites, and rock formations 
illuminated by colorful lights. 
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• Ancient inscriptions on the walls date back to the Tang 
Dynasty, adding a historical twist to your visit. 

 

 
 
Pro Tip: 
Wear comfortable, non-slip shoes as the cave floor can be damp. 
Guided tours are available and highly recommended for learning the 
fascinating stories behind each formation. 
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3.3 Elephant Trunk Hill 
A visit to Guilin wouldn’t be complete without seeing its most famous 
landmark: Elephant Trunk Hill. 
 
Legend and Significance 
This iconic hill gets its name from its shape, which resembles a giant 
elephant dipping its trunk into the Li River for a drink. It’s a symbol 
of Guilin and is steeped in Chinese mythology. 
 

• The Legend: According to local folklore, the hill was once a 
celestial elephant that decided to stay on Earth to help the 
people of Guilin. Angered, the Jade Emperor sent soldiers to 
slay it, and the elephant turned into the hill we see today. 

• What to Do: Walk around the park, enjoy a boat ride to see 
the hill from the water, and snap photos of the hill illuminated 
at night. 

• Pro Tip: Visit at sunrise or sunset for the most magical views 
and fewer crowds. 

 
Explore Guilin Your Way 
Each of these attractions offers a unique glimpse into Guilin’s beauty 
and charm: 
 

• For nature lovers: The Li River Cruise is a must. 
• For history buffs: Reed Flute Cave provides a mix of geology 

and ancient culture. 
• For iconic views: Elephant Trunk Hill is the postcard-perfect 

spot. 
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4. Outdoor Activities 
Guilin’s stunning landscapes are made for adventure! Whether you 
love hiking, cycling, or gliding down the river, the great outdoors here 
promises excitement and unforgettable views. 
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4.1 Hiking Trails 
Top Trails with Scenic Views 
Get ready to lace up your hiking boots! Guilin is home to some of 
the most scenic trails in China, offering a mix of easy walks and 
challenging treks. 
 

• Longji Rice Terraces (Dragon’s Backbone): 
This iconic trail winds through tiered rice paddies, offering jaw-
dropping views and a chance to explore local Zhuang and Yao 
minority villages. Plan for 3–4 hours of hiking for the best 
panoramic spots. 

 
• Yao Mountain: 

For a bird’s-eye view of Guilin, hike up Yao Mountain, the 
tallest peak in the area. The trail is moderately challenging, 
but you can take a cable car if you want a shortcut! 

 
• Yangshuo’s Moon Hill: 

A relatively short hike with big rewards. Climb up to the moon-
shaped arch for incredible views of the surrounding karst 
peaks. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Wear sturdy shoes and pack plenty of water, especially in 
warmer months. 

• Guided hikes are available if you want insights into the area’s 
culture and geography. 

 

4.2 Cycling Routes 
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Best Routes for Cycling 
Cycling through Guilin is a fantastic way to explore the region at your 
own pace. The flat terrain around the rivers makes it beginner-
friendly, while more adventurous routes are available for seasoned 
cyclists. 
 

• Yangshuo to Yulong River: 
A peaceful ride along country roads, with stunning karst peaks 
and lush fields on either side. This route is perfect for families 
and casual riders. 

• Li River to Xingping: 
This 25-km (15-mile) route is a bit more challenging but 
rewards you with epic views of the Li River and traditional 
villages. 

 
Rental Options 

• Downtown Guilin and Yangshuo: Many hostels and shops 
rent out bikes for affordable daily rates. 

• E-Bikes: For a little extra power, rent an electric bike—perfect 
for longer trips or hilly terrain. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Helmets are not always provided, so bring your own if possible. 
• Start early in the morning to avoid crowds and midday heat. 

 

4.3 River Rafting and Kayaking 
Make a Splash on Guilin’s Rivers 
For a closer connection to Guilin’s famous waterways, try river 
rafting or kayaking! 
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• Yulong River Bamboo Rafting: 
Glide down the tranquil Yulong River on a traditional bamboo 
raft, steered by a local boatman. The calm waters make this 
activity perfect for relaxing while soaking in the scenery. 

 
• Kayaking on the Li River: 

If you prefer something more active, kayaking on the Li River 
offers an adventurous way to experience its towering peaks 
and crystal-clear waters. Many tours are beginner-friendly and 
include all necessary gear. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Wear waterproof shoes or sandals and bring a dry bag for your 
belongings. 

• Bamboo rafting is typically more about relaxation, while 
kayaking gives you a full-body workout! 

 
Choose Your Adventure 
Whether you’re trekking through rice terraces, cycling along scenic 
roads, or paddling down a serene river, Guilin’s outdoor activities 
are a gateway to its most breathtaking views. Ready to explore? Let 
the adventure begin! 

5. Cultural Insights 
Guilin is not just about its breathtaking landscapes—it’s also a city 
rich in culture, traditions, and flavors. Dive into its artistic heritage, 
culinary delights, and lively festivals to experience the true heart of 
Guilin. 
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5.1 Traditional Arts and Crafts 
Discovering Local Artisans 
Guilin has a long tradition of arts and crafts, with many talented 
artisans preserving these time-honored skills. 
 

• Bamboo Weaving: Watch artisans turn humble bamboo into 
intricate baskets, furniture, and even souvenirs at local 
villages around Yangshuo. 

 
• Ink Painting and Calligraphy: Guilin’s dramatic landscapes 

have inspired countless artists. You’ll find galleries 
showcasing traditional Chinese paintings and calligraphy, with 
some offering workshops for beginners. 

 
• Clay Figurines and Pottery: Visit craft markets to admire 

hand-sculpted figurines or try your hand at pottery in 
workshops near the city center. 

 
Where to Find Local Artisans: 

• West Street in Yangshuo: A vibrant hub for unique 
handmade goods and live demonstrations. 

• Longsheng County Villages: Explore minority villages 
where locals specialize in weaving, embroidery, and silver 
jewelry. 

 

5.2 Culinary Delights of Guilin 
Must-Try Dishes 
Guilin is a paradise for foodies, with its cuisine emphasizing bold 
flavors and fresh, local ingredients. Here’s what to savor: 
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• Guilin Rice Noodles (桂林米粉): A must-try! These chewy 

noodles come topped with savory pickled vegetables, peanuts, 
and a hearty broth. 

• Beer Fish (啤酒鱼): A Yangshuo specialty, this dish combines 

fresh river fish with beer, tomatoes, and spices for a tangy, 
flavorful treat. 

• Sticky Rice Dumplings (糯米饭 ): These sweet or savory 

treats are wrapped in bamboo leaves and steamed to 
perfection, often found in local markets. 

 
Recommended Restaurants 

• McFound (麦香坊): Known for its excellent Guilin rice noodles 

and casual vibe. 
• Rosewood Café: A popular spot in Yangshuo for Beer Fish 

and Western-Chinese fusion dishes. 
• Zhengyang Pedestrian Street: Not a single restaurant, but a 

bustling food street where you can sample a variety of local 
delicacies. 

 

5.3 Festivals and Events 
Calendar of Events 
Guilin’s festivals are colorful, vibrant, and steeped in tradition. 
 

• Zhuang Song Festival (March/April): A lively celebration 
with traditional songs, dances, and colorful costumes in 
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Longsheng County. 
• Dragon Boat Festival (June): Watch thrilling dragon boat 

races on the Li River while snacking on sticky rice dumplings. 
• Mid-Autumn Festival (September/October): Join locals in 

admiring the full moon and savoring sweet mooncakes. 
• Li River Fishing Festival (Autumn): Celebrate the ancient 

art of cormorant fishing with demonstrations and cultural 
performances. 
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What to Expect 
Festivals are a great opportunity to experience Guilin’s vibrant 
culture firsthand. Expect lively parades, traditional performances, 
and, of course, plenty of delicious food. 
 
Immerse Yourself in Guilin’s Culture 
Whether it’s appreciating the intricate beauty of local crafts, savoring 
Guilin’s unique flavors, or joining in the festivities, Guilin offers a rich 
cultural tapestry that’s as unforgettable as its landscapes. Dive in 
and experience the soul of Guilin! 
 

6. Shopping in Guilin 
Guilin isn’t just a feast for the eyes and taste buds—it’s also a 
shopper’s paradise! From charming souvenirs to bustling markets 
and modern malls, you’ll find plenty of treasures to take home. 
Here’s where to shop and what to look for. 
 

6.1 Souvenir Shops 
What to Buy 
Take a piece of Guilin’s charm home with you by picking up these 
unique souvenirs: 
 

• Guilin Sanhua Liquor: This local rice wine is a popular gift, 
known for its smooth taste and cultural significance. 

 
• Osmanthus Products: Osmanthus is Guilin’s signature 

flower. Look for osmanthus tea, honey, or even skincare 
products infused with its sweet aroma. 
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• Handicrafts: Bamboo fans, embroidered textiles, and hand-

painted scrolls make beautiful and meaningful mementos. 
 

• Li River Stones: These smooth, polished stones are often 
used for decoration and symbolize the beauty of Guilin’s rivers. 

 
Where to Shop: 

• Zhengyang Pedestrian Street: A lively area packed with 
souvenir shops selling everything from local snacks to 
handmade crafts. 

• Yangshuo West Street: Known for its bohemian vibe, this 
street is perfect for finding artsy, unique gifts. 

 

6.2 Local Markets 
Best Markets for Fresh Produce and Local Goods 
For an authentic shopping experience, visit Guilin’s bustling markets 
to soak up the local vibe and discover fresh produce, snacks, and 
traditional goods. 
 

• Guilin Night Market: Open every evening, this market is 
perfect for picking up local snacks, jewelry, and handicrafts. 
Don’t forget to bargain! 

• Guilin South Market: A favorite among locals, this daytime 
market offers fresh produce, dried goods, and regional 
specialties like dried osmanthus flowers. 

• Yangshuo Farmers’ Market: Held weekly, this market is 
great for fresh produce, spices, and even handmade tools 
crafted by locals. 
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Pro Tips: 
• Visit in the morning for the freshest produce and fewer crowds. 
• Bring cash, as most local markets don’t accept credit cards. 

 

 
 

6.3 High-End Shopping Options 
Where to Splurge 
If you’re looking for modern malls and luxury goods, Guilin has 
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several options for a more upscale shopping experience. 
 

• Guilin Wanda Plaza: This shopping center offers everything 
from high-end fashion brands to gourmet dining and 
entertainment. 

 
• Guilin Central Square: Home to several department stores 

featuring Chinese and international designer brands. 
 

• Niko Niko Do Plaza: A Japanese-style mall with a variety of 
shops, restaurants, and even a supermarket stocked with 
imported goods. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• High-end malls are great for escaping the heat or rain, offering 
a comfortable shopping experience. 

• Many stores in these malls accept credit cards and digital 
payments like Alipay or WeChat Pay. 

 
Shop Guilin Your Way 

• For culture and charm: Head to the local markets and 
souvenir shops. 

• For modern conveniences: Explore Guilin’s high-end malls. 
• For unique treasures: Hunt for one-of-a-kind handicrafts on 

West Street. 
 

7. Day Trips from Guilin 
Guilin’s beauty extends far beyond the city limits. With easy access 
to some of the most picturesque spots in China, Guilin is the perfect 
base for unforgettable day trips. Whether you’re seeking adventure 
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or tranquility, these destinations won’t disappoint. 
 

 
 

7.1 Yangshuo 
Activities and Attractions 
Yangshuo is a must-visit gem that blends natural beauty with a laid-
back vibe. Just an hour’s drive or a scenic cruise from Guilin, this 
charming town is surrounded by towering karst mountains and lush 
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countryside. 
 

• Li River Highlights: Take a bamboo raft ride along the Yulong 
River for a quieter, more intimate experience than the larger Li 
River cruises. 

 
• Cycling Adventures: Rent a bike and explore the idyllic 

countryside. Popular routes include Moon Hill and the 
charming village of Xingping. 

 
• Moon Hill: Hike up this iconic karst peak for incredible views 

through its unique moon-shaped arch. 
 

• Impression Sanjie Liu Show: An enchanting outdoor 
performance that combines local culture with breathtaking 
light and sound effects, set against the backdrop of the karst 
mountains. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Start early to avoid crowds, especially in popular spots like 
Moon Hill. 

• Spend the evening in Yangshuo if possible to enjoy the vibrant 
West Street nightlife. 

 

7.2 Longji Rice Terraces 
 
Best Times to Visit 
The Longji Rice Terraces, also known as the "Dragon’s Backbone," 
are a masterpiece of human engineering and natural beauty. These 
terraced fields cascade down mountainsides and offer breathtaking 
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views year-round. 
 

• Spring (April-May): The terraces are flooded with water, 
creating mirror-like reflections that are perfect for photography. 

• Summer (June-August): Lush green fields dominate the 
landscape, offering vibrant, postcard-worthy views. 

• Autumn (September-October): The rice turns golden, 
making it one of the most popular seasons for visitors. 

• Winter (December-February): While quieter, the terraces are 
often covered in mist or snow, creating a serene, magical 
atmosphere. 

 
Photography Tips: 
 

• Visit early morning or late afternoon for soft, golden light and 
fewer tourists. 

• Bring a zoom lens to capture intricate details of the terraces 
and local farmers at work. 

• Don’t forget to explore the nearby villages of Ping’an or Dazhai 
for authentic cultural experiences. 

 
Make the Most of Your Day Trips 
 

• For stunning landscapes and active adventures: 
Yangshuo is your go-to spot. 

• For breathtaking rural beauty and cultural insight: Longji 
Rice Terraces are a must-see. 

 
Guilin’s day trips are like stepping into a dream, each offering unique 
experiences that perfectly complement your journey through this 
magical region. Get ready to explore! 
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8. Practical Information 
To ensure your trip to Guilin is smooth and stress-free, here’s a 
handy guide to navigating the city, staying safe, and communicating 
like a local. 
 

 
 

mailto:wildgreatwall@gmail.com
http://www.wildgreatwall.com/


8.1 Local Transportation 
Getting Around Guilin 
Guilin’s public transportation and other travel options make getting 
around the city easy and efficient. 
 

• Buses: Affordable and well-connected, buses are great for 
short distances. Most routes are clearly marked, but note that 
announcements are typically in Mandarin. 

• Taxis: Widely available and inexpensive, taxis are a 
convenient choice. Just make sure the meter is running or 
agree on a price beforehand. 

• Bicycles and E-Bikes: Renting bikes or e-bikes is popular for 
exploring parks, riversides, or even longer rides into Yangshuo. 

• Walking: Many of Guilin’s attractions are close to one another, 
so walking is a pleasant and practical option, especially along 
the Li River. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Download a translation app like Pleco or Baidu Maps for better 
navigation. 

• Keep small bills or a transportation card handy for buses and 
taxis. 

 

8.2 Safety Tips 
Health, Safety, and Travel Insurance 
 
Guilin is generally safe, but it’s always best to travel prepared: 

• Health: Drink bottled or boiled water, and don’t miss out on 
trying local street food—but stick to busy stalls with high 
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turnover to avoid stomach issues. 
• Travel Insurance: Ensure your insurance covers health 

emergencies, lost luggage, and trip cancellations. This is 
especially important if you plan to hike or bike in rural areas. 

• Common Scams: Be cautious about unsolicited offers for 
tours or souvenirs, especially in tourist hotspots. Always book 
through reputable operators. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Emergency numbers in China: 
o Police: 110 
o Ambulance: 120 
o Fire: 119 

• Bring a basic first-aid kit, especially if you’re heading out to the 
countryside or hiking trails. 

 

8.3 Language Tips 
Basic Mandarin Phrases for Travelers 
While many locals in Guilin’s tourist areas speak some English, 
learning a few Mandarin phrases can go a long way in making your 
trip smoother and more enjoyable. 
 

• Hello: 你好 (Nǐ hǎo) 

• Thank you: 谢谢 (Xièxiè) 

• How much? 多少钱? (Duōshǎo qián?) 

• I don’t understand: 我不明白 (Wǒ bù míngbái) 
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• Where is...? ...在哪里? (...zài nǎlǐ?) 

• Can you help me? 你能帮我吗? (Nǐ néng bāng wǒ ma?) 

• Restroom: 卫生间 (Wèishēngjiān) 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Have your hotel name and key destinations written in 
Mandarin to show taxi drivers or locals. 

• Download a translation app for real-time help with unfamiliar 
words or phrases. 

 
Be Prepared and Enjoy 

• For seamless travel: Learn how to use local transport and 
keep safety tips in mind. 

• For smooth communication: Practice a few Mandarin 
basics or rely on apps when needed. 

 

9. Staying Connected 
Staying connected while exploring Guilin is essential for navigating, 
sharing your adventures, and keeping in touch with loved ones. 
Here’s how to ensure you’re online whenever you need it. 
 

9.1 Internet Access 
Wi-Fi Availability and Mobile Data Options 
 

• Wi-Fi Availability: 
o Wi-Fi is widely available in hotels, cafes, and restaurants 
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across Guilin. Many tourist attractions and shopping 
centers also offer free Wi-Fi, but you may need to 
register with a phone number. 

o Public Wi-Fi can be slow or unreliable, so it’s best to 
have a backup plan. 

 
• Mobile Data Options: 

o If you want to stay connected on the go, getting mobile 
data is highly recommended. Chinese mobile networks 
like China Mobile, China Unicom, and China Telecom 
provide excellent coverage in Guilin and surrounding 
areas. 

o For short stays, consider purchasing a portable Wi-Fi 
device or an eSIM that supports data plans in China. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Remember that some websites and apps, like Google, 
Facebook, and WhatsApp, are blocked in China. Consider 
downloading a VPN before arriving in Guilin to access these 
services. 

• WeChat and Alipay are widely used for communication and 
payments in China, so set them up if possible. 

 

9.2 Local SIM Cards 
Best Plans for Tourists 
A local SIM card is one of the most convenient and affordable ways 
to stay connected during your trip. 
 

• Where to Buy: 
o SIM cards are available at Guilin Liangjiang 
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International Airport, convenience stores, and mobile 
provider shops. 

o Bring your passport, as registration is required for 
purchasing a SIM in China. 

 
• Popular Plans for Tourists: 

o China Mobile: Offers flexible data packages with 
excellent coverage in rural areas like Yangshuo and the 
Longji Rice Terraces. 

o China Unicom: Known for its tourist-friendly packages, 
including options with international roaming for longer 
stays. 

o eSIMs: For convenience, some providers like Airalo or 
Holafly offer eSIM options you can activate before 
arriving in China. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Choose a plan that suits your travel needs—if you’re mainly 
staying in Guilin city, a basic data plan will suffice. For rural 
exploration, opt for a provider with better coverage, like China 
Mobile. 

• Test the SIM card at the store to ensure it works with your 
phone. 

 
Stay Online, Stay Adventurous 

• For easy access to the internet: Rely on hotel and cafe Wi-
Fi but have mobile data for backup. 

• For seamless connectivity: Invest in a local SIM or portable 
Wi-Fi device. 
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10. Leaving Guilin 
As your Guilin adventure comes to an end, make sure your 
departure is as smooth and stress-free as the rest of your trip. Here’s 
how to wrap up your stay with ease and even squeeze in a little last-
minute fun. 
 

10.1 Checkout Procedures 
Airport Transfers and Late Checkout Options 
 

• Checkout Procedures: 
o Most hotels in Guilin require checkout by 12:00 p.m. If 

you have a late flight or train, inquire about late checkout 
options. Many hotels can store your luggage for free 
while you explore the city one last time. 

 
• Airport Transfers: 

 
o Taxis: A convenient option to get to Guilin Liangjiang 

International Airport. The ride takes about 45 minutes 
from downtown Guilin. 

o Shuttle Buses: Affordable and reliable, shuttle buses 
operate between the city center and the airport at 
regular intervals. 

o Private Transfers: For added comfort, book a private 
car through your hotel or a ride-hailing app like DiDi. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Confirm your flight details the day before and leave for the 
airport early, especially during peak travel seasons. 
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• For train departures, arrive at least 30 minutes before your 
departure time, as stations in China can be busy and require 
security checks. 

 

 
 

10.2 Last-Minute Shopping 
Where to Go Before You Leave 
Don’t leave Guilin without grabbing a few final souvenirs or gifts for 
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loved ones! 
 

• Zhengyang Pedestrian Street: A great spot for picking up 
local specialties like osmanthus tea, Guilin rice noodles, and 
handcrafted items. 

• Guilin Night Market: Perfect for a last-minute treasure hunt, 
offering unique trinkets, local snacks, and affordable 
keepsakes. 

• Airport Shops: While pricier, the shops at Guilin Liangjiang 
International Airport stock popular local products like 
osmanthus honey and packaged rice noodles for a quick and 
convenient option. 

 
Pro Tips: 

• Bargain politely at markets for a better price but keep it friendly. 
• If you’re buying snacks or liquids as gifts, ensure they meet 

airline security requirements for carry-on luggage. 
 

Say Goodbye to Guilin, Not the Memories 
 

• For a stress-free departure: Plan your airport transfer and 
checkout in advance. 

• For last-minute souvenirs: Head to the night market or 
pedestrian street for unique finds. 

 
As you leave Guilin, take a moment to reflect on the incredible 
memories you’ve made. Its enchanting landscapes and warm 
hospitality will surely stay with you until your next visit! Safe travels! 
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Summary 
Guilin is a destination that truly has it all: awe-inspiring landscapes, 
rich cultural experiences, and countless adventures waiting to be 
discovered. From cruising the serene Li River to hiking the iconic 
Longji Rice Terraces, every moment in Guilin is an opportunity to 
create unforgettable memories. 
 
Whether you’re exploring Reed Flute Cave, marveling at Elephant 
Trunk Hill, or cycling through Yangshuo’s countryside, Guilin offers 
a perfect blend of nature and culture. Add to that the vibrant food 
scene, traditional crafts, and warm hospitality, and you have a 
destination that captivates the heart. 
 

Final Thoughts on Making the Most of 
Your Visit 
To make your Guilin trip truly special: 
 

• Plan ahead: Choose the best time to visit based on your 
preferences and pack accordingly. 

• Immerse yourself: Don’t just see Guilin—experience it! Try 
the local food, join a festival, or learn a few Mandarin phrases 
to connect with the locals. 

• Take your time: Guilin isn’t a destination to rush through. 
Savor its beauty, one breathtaking view at a time. 

 
Guilin is a place you’ll want to return to again and again. So, take a 
deep breath, soak in the scenery, and enjoy every magical moment! 
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FAQs 
1. What are the top three attractions in Guilin? 
 

• Li River Cruise: Experience the iconic karst mountains and 
serene waters that make Guilin famous. 

 
• Reed Flute Cave: Explore this stunning underground wonder 

filled with colorful stalactites and centuries-old inscriptions. 
 

• Longji Rice Terraces: Hike through these breathtaking 
terraced fields and immerse yourself in rural culture. 

 
2. How many days are recommended to fully explore Guilin? 

3–5 days is ideal: 
 

o Spend 1–2 days in Guilin city to visit landmarks like 
Elephant Trunk Hill and Reed Flute Cave. 

o Dedicate 1–2 days to Yangshuo for outdoor activities 
like cycling or bamboo rafting. 

o Add a day for the Longji Rice Terraces for a rural escape. 
 
For a deeper dive into Guilin’s beauty, extend your stay to a week 
and include nearby villages and hidden gems! 
 
3. What are some tips for traveling in Guilin during Chinese 
holidays? 
 

• Book early: Hotels, trains, and tours fill up fast during 
holidays like Golden Week or Chinese New Year. 

 

mailto:wildgreatwall@gmail.com
http://www.wildgreatwall.com/


• Arrive early: Popular attractions like the Li River and Longji
Rice Terraces can get crowded, so start your day early to beat
the rush.

• Be patient: Expect more tourists and longer wait times. Use
this as an opportunity to enjoy the slower pace of Guilin’s
charm.

• Explore off the beaten path: Visit smaller villages, lesser-
known hiking trails, or hidden spots in Yangshuo to escape the
crowds.

Your Guilin Adventure Awaits! 
With this guide in hand, you’re ready to embark on an unforgettable 
journey through Guilin’s enchanting landscapes and vibrant culture. 
Happy travels! 

WildGreatWall Adventure Tours
WeChat/Tel: +86 18510254530
WhatsApp: +8613911321502

E-mail: wildgreatwall@gmail.com
Website: www.wildgreatwall.com
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